


















































CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
Recognising that the challenges confronting the NSW Bridge Association were not likely 
to be resolved in anything like 12 months, given its dual role as the governing body for 
Bridge in NSW and the operator of a large metropolitan Bridge club, the primary focus 
this year has been to lay the foundation for future success. As a first step towards 
improving the level of service provided to our members and to our affiliated clubs we 
appointed a highly competent full-time office manager and, recognising that the workload 
involved was too much for one person to handle, we also appointed a part-time accounts 
officer. Then to ensure that they have the wherewithal to do their jobs effectively, we 
upgraded the office infrastructure through the procurement of new computers, telephones, 
WiFi networking, broadband Internet, photocopiers and a fax machine. We’ve also 
introduced proper security and backup regimes and organised for the office staff to be 
able to call on professional technical support. 
 
Next, with a view to getting a clearer picture of our finances, we upgraded the accounting 
system and completely overhauled our chart of accounts. As a consequence, we can now 
get a breakdown of the financials relating to individual events as well as making a start 
on dissecting our income and expenditure on a club vs state basis. 
 
All this back-office activity has been complemented by several initiatives front-of-house. 
Most noticeably we have closed down the smoking room, introduced a new public 
address system, created a lounge area and reopened the library. We have recently enlisted 
the services of one of our members who is an interior designer and there is preliminary 
work underway to improve the appearance and ambience of the playing area as well as 
our other amenities. Unfortunately the air-conditioning is proving an intractable problem, 
but one we are determined to fix nonetheless. 
 
Looking at the broader picture, Bridge in NSW is in a reasonably healthy state though 
there is a fair degree of variation across regions depending on their individual 
demographics and proximity to major population centre. 
 
Region Membership Chief Concerns 
Far North Booming Absence of  young players 
Northern Increasing None 
Northern Inland Increasing Intrusion of Sydney players with attitude at 

Congresses 
Hunter Growing Attendance at night sessions is dropping 
South Coast Flourishing None 
Far South Coast Stable Falling congress numbers 
Southern Highlands Steady None 
Manning Steady Need help with directors courses 
Blue Mountains Shrinking Falling numbers 
Central West Dropping Poor attendance at Mudgee congress 
South West Falling Aging membership, absence of  young players 
Far West Falling Intimidation of novices by more experienced players 



 
This snapshot of Bridge in regional NSW comes courtesy of the Federation of Affiliated 
Bridge Clubs with whom, I’m pleased to say, we have forged a very healthy working 
relationship. Jointly we hope to do more next year to foster the growth and promotion of 
Bridge around the state through initiatives such as a road show for subject-matter experts 
on various topics, for example: 

• Best practice in Bridge club management 
• The strengths and weaknesses of different computerised scoring systems 
• The finer points of Masterpoints, etc. 

 
The Sydney Bridge community is very well served with more than 70 clubs, at last count,  
competing for patronage. Many of these are very well run and have much to teach the 
NSWBA in terms of promoting our events and looking after members. There are two 
market segments however where the NSWBA must play a major role. The first is looking 
after our elite players. We’ve had considerable success at this year’s Australian National 
Congress, winning the Open and Senior’s teams and placing second in the Women’s. It’s 
imperative that we continue to maintain the high standard of competition at our 
championship events so as to continue to attract the very best talent. In actual fact we 
took our eye off the ball a little this year and have seen numbers at our Monday night 
events slide, but rest assured this is an area that we will keep very much in our sights over 
the coming months. 
 
The other area where the NSWBA has a major role to play is in catering for those 
players, whether young or old, who are socially disadvantaged. While it is a pleasing 
development to see suburban clubs increasingly providing superior amenities such as 
parking, espresso coffee, quality food, etc., there are many members of the Bridge 
playing community who cannot avail themselves of what is on offer. That is the main 
reason why the NSWBA premises must remain centrally located, where there is easy 
access to public transport. It is also the reason we must continue to run basic sessions at a 
modest price, with free tea and coffee provided. The one area where we cannot afford to 
compromise is on the standard of the directing at these sessions. The NSWBA must set 
the benchmark for the rest of the state. 
 
As happens every year, a number of positions on the NSWBA Council are likely to be up 
for grabs in 2006. So whether you are happy with the direction in which the NSWBA is 
headed, or opposed to it, why not stand for one of those positions and play a part in 
shaping our future. 
 
 
Alex Yezerski 
Chairman NSWBA 
 



TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
The accounts for the year show a profit of $65,149 compared with a profit last year of 
$14,606. 
 
As usual the profit is understated in real terms as it is after depreciation of $27,624, about 
two- thirds of which relates to the depreciation of the premises. In reality the premises are 
not depreciating and indeed are likely to be increasing in value each year. 
 
The reason for the large increase in profit this year is the Bobby Evans bequest. Without 
the bequest the profit would have been about the same as in 2004. 
 
During the year we repaid $50,000 of the loan to the ABF which now stands at $150,000. 
The loan was originally $350,000. The loan was rolled over during the year and now 
expires in 2008. 
 
The ANC was held in Sydney during the year. This has a substantial impact on the 
accounts, grossing up both income and expenditure. The ANC was successful both  
 from a player enjoyment perspective and financially, returning a small profit to the 
NSWBA. We owe a large debt of gratitude to Bruce Neill and Chris Nettle who 
convened the ANC. 
 
While this has been the most profitable year for the association in recent memory, the 
trend lines are not so favourable. As noted above, without the Bobby Evans bequest the 
profit would have been line ball with 2004. However with the ANC in Sydney there 
were no grants costs for the State Teams this year. Grants costs will re-appear next 
year, and the expensive years of Darwin and Perth are not far away. 
 

Importantly, table numbers which had increased steadily over 2003 and 2004 have fallen 
away in 2005. For long term financial stability it is critical that we reverse this trend and 
rebuild table numbers. With the ANC (and to an extent the World Junior Championship) 
taking up time in the current year, and Council vacancies in the previous year, not enough 
time has been spent on promotion of our events. The incoming Council will need to make 
this a priority if the slide in table numbers is to be reversed. 
 
On the administrative side we have had some instability following the departure of 
Noella Smith. There was inevitably some dislocation with the loss of her day to day 
knowledge of the NSWBA affairs. That has now been resolved and with Liz Fanos and 
Carrie Foster now settled in we have a degree of backup not previously available. The 
work done by David Watford filling in should also not be overlooked. 
 
During the course of the year the accounting systems, which had been on a cash basis, 
were overhauled and converted to an accruals basis. Mike Phillips is to be thanked for the 
work he put into this process. A more effective use of the functions available in the 
software should enable better dissection of income and expenses in future years to aid in 
the financial control of the NSWBA. 
 



Finally, thanks to all the people who keep the NSWBA running, not only the office staff 
and tournament directors, but all the people who do work on an unpaid (or underpaid) 
basis. They are too numerous to identify individually, but they know who they are. If we 
had to pay commercial rates for the services of these people, the Association would not 
survive. 
 
Michael M S Hughes 
Treasurer NSWBA 
 



TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE REPORT  
 
 
Much has been achieved this year, my first on council, with a heavy volume of work to 
be done, but with the assistance of many able assistants the outcome has been personally 
gratifying. 
 
Events 
 
We hosted the ANC in Sydney in July/August. There was nothing but praise for the 
organisation, venues and hospitality. We are very grateful to the convenors, Bruce Neill 
and Chris Nettle, and the many helpers and volunteers who made it such a success. 
 
At the Interstate teams, NSW was represented by: 
 
Open (1st)  Womens(2nd)  Seniors (1st)  Juniors  (4th) 
S. Hans  N. Bashar  N. Moses  D. Krochmalik 
T. Nunn  R. Liepins  S. Bock  N. Rodwell 
P. Lavings  C. Molloy  P. Jamieson  K. Hornibrook 
C. Sundstrom  N. Djurovic  R. Jamieson  L. Hornibrook 
W. Lazer  M. Watts  M. Hughes  M. Hanaghan 
P. Gumby  B. Folkard  E. Griffin  M. Brady 
 
Other successes included: Klinger – Neill (Open Butler), Molloy – Gill (Mixed Pairs), 
Antoff – Simpson (Open Pairs) and A&N Edgtton (Junior Pairs). Congratulations to all 
on such a fine performance for NSW. 
 
Prior to our success in the Interstate teams, there was much discussion and opinions from 
players regarding the  ITS qualifying format. After numerous emails and lively debate a 
proposal for some adjustment to the format for 2006 was put to the players.   The changes 
include a Last Chance Event, and Seniors to follow the Open and Womens, thereby 
allowing the option for women to play in the Open as well as their own event. This was 
unanimously accepted. 
 
This year we are running a qualifying event for the Commonwealth Nations 
Championship. This is a unique opportunity to play for NSW against the other states and 
many Commonwealth nations in Melbourne in March 2006. It’s on 10th and 11th  of 
December  and we expect to see a big field competing for representative honours. 
 
The numbers for the Teams of 3 were down this year as a result of a lack of advertising. 
Our hostess for the day was Judy Frazier who did a wonderful job making it a fun time 
for all and Judy Mott who looked after the entries, organised the captains and helped with 
anything and everything all day. Thank you both very much and see you there next year, 
and thanks also to the captains. 
 
In September the NSWBA hosted the Sydney Bridge Festival which was convened and 
organised by Kim Neale. She did her usual excellent job and the numbers were very 



pleasing. The inaugural “Bobby Evans Seniors Teams” was won by Alan Walsh – 
Barbara McDonald, Edward Griffin – Mike Hughes & Paul Lavings – Robert 
Krochmalik. This is a welcome prestigious event to the calendar and a good way to 
remember a great friend of the Association. The Dick Cummings Blue Ribbon Pairs was 
won by Ron Klinger and Bruce Neill. Next year the Sydney Festival will be combined 
with the Spring Nationals and run by the NSWBA, and the unique format of the Dick 
Cummings Pairs will continue. Keep an eye out for this on next year’s calendar. 
 
In general our table numbers have declined gradually this year. To address this problem 
we are contacting all players who have left us and emailing our members regularly with 
news of upcoming event. There have been some recent changes to our directors. George 
Segal and John Pike have served us well but have decided to move on and I thank them 
very much for their efforts. In their place I welcome Ted Chadwick to Tuesday daytime, 
Tony Hutton to Thursday daytime, Charles Klassen returns to Thursday night and Inez 
Glanger is directing on Saturday. Please come along and support NSWBA events. I also 
welcome back Dave Griffiths whose health has kept him away for some months but he’s 
fighting fit and raring to go. I must also thank Peter Jamieson, whose sessions continue to 
thrive under his popular direction. All details about sessions are on the website 
(www.nswba.com.au). 
 
. 
 
People 
 
Thanks must also go to the following; 
 

• Matthew McManus for his expert handling of all things. 
• Tina Zines for her quality teaching and supervised sessions 
• Members of the tournament committee for their advice and suggestions and 

welcome to Pauline Gumby as our newest member. 
• Liz Fanos, Carrie Fisher and Dave Watford for doing so many things very well. 

 
We are very fortunate to have Pauline Gumby as our webmaster. She does an exceptional 
job at collecting information, presenting it and emailing the members. If there is anything 
you want to know it’s on the website. 
 
I owe a great debt of gratitude to two other people. Warren Lazer who does all things 
technical like write regulations, edit brochures and, in liaison with Pauline, the NSWBA 
calendar. My thanks also to my predecessor, Julian Foster who has worked tirelessly 
behind the scenes in many areas and without his knowledge and expertise my job would 
have been a lot harder. 
 
Kim Morrison 
Tournament Committee Chairman 
 
 

http://www.nswba.com.au/


  
Youth Report 

 
Promoting Youth Bridge remains a difficult and frustrating experience.  A number of 
initiatives were taken this year with little success.  Schools were invited, via the Sydney 
Morning Herald bridge column, to contact the NSWBA for guidance and assistance in 
introducing bridge into their schools.   In addition, forty schools in the Sydney Inner 
West were written to, listing the benefits to students in learning and playing bridge, and 
offering help in introducing bridge at the school.  There was no response to either. 
 
Sydney University remains the one bright spot in the Youth scene due to the enthusiasm 
and commitment of students and staff.   What is shown by all this is that success comes 
from within and cannot, without a huge effort, be imposed from outside. 
 
This year the World Youth Teams was held in Sydney.  To tie in with this, the National 
Youth Triathalon was held in Sydney and attracted international players looking for 
practice prior to the World Championships 
 
A number of Sydney youth players have represented Australia in various junior 
international competitions during 2005.  These include the Pacific Asia Bridge 
Championships in Korea and the World Bridge Championships in Sydney.  In both 
competitions the teams performed very creditably, achieving 2nd place in Seoul and 7th 
place in Sydney. 
 
Ross Stuart 
 



 
House & Catering Report 

 
It is my privilege to report on the ongoing improvements to the NSWBA premises over 
the last year. The changes initiated at the club in 2005 have resulted in an enhancement of 
the playing conditions enjoyed by our members and visitors. Some of these include the 
new air conditioning units, the couches in our new ‘break out’ area (many thanks to 
Martin Bloom for donating them) and the closure of the smoking room. 
 
The closure of the smoking room was a legal requirement which has also paved the way 
for better utilisation of the space at the west end of the room. It is expected that this 
reorganisation will go ahead in the new year once the overall design has been completed. 
 
The NSWBA hosted a portion of the ANC this year and the feedback from players and 
organisers was generally very positive regarding the facilities offered by the club. 
 
We continue to provide food and drinks for members at various events and sessions such 
as the Monday nights championship competition, which also gives our players even more 
reasons to keep coming back to the NSWBA. 
 
Many members have contributed their valuable time to ensure that the NSWBA is still a 
great place to play bridge, and on behalf of the Council, I would like to thank everyone 
who has assisted in this effort. 
 
Members can also be assured that the improvements to the playing conditions at the 
NSWBA will continue in 2006.  
 
 
Ben Chosid 
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